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Message to the Motorist

Driving is such an important part of our culture here in New
Brunswick, enabling us daily to meet our family, work and
personal obligations, that we sometimes take our responsibility
to driver safety somewhat for granted. It is helpful to recall that
operating a motor vehicle is indeed a privilege that we share
with over 500,000 other New Brunswickers, along with countless
visitors to our province. The rules of the road only work to protect
us if everyone follows them. That is why it is so important for new
drivers to receive a proper grounding in the basics of road safety
and why even experienced drivers must constantly be observant
and work to improve their skills.

This handbook contains a solid overview of the laws you will be
expected to follow, and the process for obtaining your license. It
also includes a variety of helpful, safety-related motor vehicle and
highway information.

[ would urge all drivers to follow the essential safety rules; never
drink and drive, always wear your seatbelt, adjust your speed to
the conditions, avoid distractions while at the wheel, don't drive if
you're too tired and be very careful at intersections.

If all drivers followed these simple rules it would dramatically
reduce the number of collision-related deaths and injuries on our
roadways. Drive safely and live.

Charles A. 0'Donnell
Registrar of Motor Vehicles

The contents of this booklet explain the motor vehicle related laws
in New Brunswick using basic language and terms. For an exact
expression of the law refer to the Motor Vehicle Act and Regulations.
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Licensing of Drivers 1

1. LICENSING OF DRIVERS

Possession of a driver’s licence and the privilege of driving is a major
responsibility. The Registrar of Motor Vehicles, under the authority of
the Motor Vehicle Act issues, renews and suspends driver’s licences.

Every person who operates a motor vehicle in B
New Brunswick must demonstrate that he/
she has the qualifications necessary to safely
operate a motor vehicle. A valid driver’s
licence for the class of vehicle being operated
is a requirement of the law. You must always
carry your driver’s licence when operating a
vehicle and must produce it for inspection

on the request of any peace officer or

display it on request to any other driver with
whom you may be involved in a collision.

#hﬁ&%ﬂy; Tty
BMoe gt

Note: As of June 1, 2009 all motorists in New Brunswick under the
age of 21 must maintain a 0% Blood Alcohol Level while driving.
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Licensing of Drivers

1.1 Types of Licences

Class 1

« Applicant must be at least 18 years of age.

« Applicant must meet medical standards before written test.

« Must pass vision screening (20/30 best eye; 20/50 weakest eye).
« Must pass written tests (basic - sign - supplementary).

« Must pass road test in a mechanically it vehicle supplied by
applicant that is included in the Class. Normally this will be a
tractor-trailer combination. There are limited exceptions: (1)
straight truck with flatbed trailer over 4,500 kg. gross vehicle
mass; (2) straight truck with pole trailer; (3) truck used for
towing mobile homes. These exceptions will be class 1 with
Restriction 10 (not valid for tractor trailer).

Explanation
The Class 1 licence permits the holder to operate:

« Any motor vehicle which the holder of a Class 2, 3, 4 or 5 licence
may operate.

« Any truck tractor.

« Any truck tractor towing a semi-trailer.

« Any truck tractor towing a semi-trailer and a trailer.

« Any truck tractor towing a trailer equipped with air brakes.
« Any truck towing a trailer equipped with air brakes.

+ Must have air brake endorsement when driving any vehicle with
air brakes and any vehicle towing a trailer with air brakes.
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Class 2

« Applicant must be at least 18 years of age.

« Applicant must meet medical standards before written test.

« Must pass vision screening (20/30 best eye; 20/50 weakest eye).
« Must pass written tests (basic - signs- supplementary).

« Must pass road test in mechanically fit vehicle supplied by
applicant that is included in this Class.

« Must have a B or C endorsement if driving a school bus.

« Must be at least 21 years of age and retested every 2 years for a
school bus.

« Applicants between the ages of 60-65 must be retested yearly
for school bus.

Explanation

The Class 2 licence permits the holder to operate:

« Any motor vehicle which the holder of a Class 3, 4 or 5 licence
may operate.

« Any bus with a capacity of more than twenty-four (24)
passengers.

11



1 Licensing of Drivers

Class 3

« Applicant must be at least 18 years of age.

« Applicant must meet medical standards before written test.

« Must pass vision screening (20/30 best eye; 20/50 weakest eye).
« Must pass written tests (basic - signs - supplementary test).

« Must pass road test in mechanically fit vehicle supplied by
applicant that is included in this Class.

Explanation

The Class 3 licence permits the holder to operate:

« Any motor vehicle which the holder of a Class 5 licence may
operate.

« Any two-axled motor vehicle towing a towed vehicle, the towed
vehicle being registered for over 4,500 kg. gross vehicle mass
but not equipped with air brakes.

«Any motor vehicle with three or more axles.

«Any motor vehicle with three or more axles, towing a towed
vehicle not equipped with air brakes.

Class 3/4

Authorizes a person to
drive any motor vehicle
which the holder of a
(lass 3 or Class 4 licence

Class 4
may operate.

« Applicant must be at least 18 years of age.
« Applicant must meet medical standards.

« Must pass vision screening (20/30 best eye; 20/50 weakest eye,
before written test).

« Must pass written tests (basic - signs).

« Must pass road test in mechanically fit vehicle supplied by
applicant that is included in this Class.

Explanation
The Class 4 licence permits the holder to operate:

« Any motor vehicle which the holder of a Class 5 licence may
operate.

« Any ambulance.
« Any taxicab.

« Any bus with a capacity of less than twenty-five (25)
passengers.

12
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Class 5
« Applicant must be at least 18 years of age. .
« Must pass vision screening (20/40 best eye).

« Must pass road test in mechanically fit vehicle supplied by the
applicant that is included in this Class.

Explanation

(lass 5 licence permits the holder to operate:

« Any two-axled motor vehicle, except taxi, ambulance, or bus.
« Any three-axled motor home.

«Any three axled motor vehicle, other than a truck, of a type
designed for use in the construction, maintenance and repair of
highways, whether or not the vehicle is to be so used.

« Any towed vehicle which is registered up to and including 4,500
kg. gross vehicle mass behind a motor vehicle or motor home.

Class 6 (All Motorcycles)
« Applicant must be at least 16 years of age.

« Applicants under the age of 18 years must have parental
consent form.

« Must pass vision screening (20/40 best eye).

« Must pass written tests (basic - signs - supplementary).
« Must pass road test on mechanically fit motorcycle.

« Must wear adequate protective headgear.

Explanation

The Class 6 licence permits the holder to operate a motorcycle and
all vehicles included in Classes 6D and 9 on a street or highway.

Class 6D (Not to exceed 550 ccs)
« Applicant must be at least 16 years of age.

« Applicants under the age of 18 years must have parental
consent form.

« Must pass vision screening (20/40 best eye).
« Must pass written tests (basic - signs - supplementary).
« Must pass road test on mechanically fit motorcycle.

13
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Explanation

(lass 6D licence authorizes you to operate a motorcycle up to and
including 550 ccs and a Class 9 vehicle. Anything over this size
requires a Class 6 licence.

(lass 7 Graduated Licence (Level I and II)

This is an instructional type of licence for the driver to acquire
experience, over a minimum of 24 months, before becoming a
fully licensed driver. While the holder of a graduated licence, the

- driver must maintain 0% blood alcohol content while driving and

any breach of this condition will result in a one year
suspension, followed by a return to the beginning of
the graduated licence period with no credit given for a
previously passed road test or driver training course.

Suspension for loss of all points will result in at least

Class 7 licence is issued for
four years.

|
Itis your responsibility
to apply for a Class 5 Licence
upon completion of a Class 7
Graduated Licence (Level II)

14

a three month suspension followed by a return to the
beginning of the graduated licence period with no credit given for
a previously passed road test or driver training course.

« Applicant must be at least 16 years of age.

« Applicants under 18 years of age must have parental consent
that must be witnessed by a non-relative.

« Must pass vision screening (20/40 best eye).
« Must pass written, basic and signs tests.

Explanation
Level 1

« Must be accompanied by only one passenger who has a Class 5
or better licence, at least three years of driving experience and
who is seated in the front passenger seat.

« (annot drive between midnight and 5:00 a.m.

« (an be eligible to take the road test for Level 2 after eight
months if graduated from a licensed driver training school or
after 12 months if they have not.
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Level 2

« Ifunder 21, cannot drive between midnight and 5:00 a.m. except for
education or work purposes or if they're accompanied by a driver who has a
(lass 5 or better licence and at least three years driving experience. They can
apply to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles for an exemption to this night time
restriction for other reasons.

- (annot have more than three passengers in their vehicle and no more than
one passenger in the front seat.

Class 8

« Applicant must be at least 14 years of age.

« Applicants under 18 years of age must have parental consent
form.

« Must pass vision screening (20/40 best eye).
« Must pass written tests (basic - signs).

Explanation

The Class 8 licence permits the holder to operate a farm tractor on a street or
highway as well as on farmland.

Class 9

« Applicant must be at least 14 years of age.

« Applicant under 18 years of age must have parental consent form.
« Must pass vision screening (20/40 best eye).

« Must pass written tests (basic - signs) and supplementary.

« Must pass road test on a mechanically fit motor driven cycle.

« Must wear adequate protective headgear.

Explanation

The Class 9 licence permits the holder to operate a motor driven cycle and farm
tractor on a street or highway. The motor driven cycle must be 50 ccs or under.

1.2 List of Possible Endorsements

A Valid for all motorcycles

B Valid for school buses

C Valid for school bus and motorcycle

D Valid for motorcycles up to and including 550 ccs

E  Valid for air brake (plastic licence) 15
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There is a separate fee for
both written and road tests
and an additional fee for the
Learner’s Licence. Check with
Service New Brunswick for
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the amounts.

Licensing of Drivers

1.3 Learning to Drive Vehicles Requiring Higher
Class Licences

(lasses 5,4, 3 and 2 are valid for learning to drive higher classes of
vehicles; however you must be accompanied by a person who has
a valid licence for that class of vehicle.

Also, you must have in your immediate possession a satisfactory
medical certificate stamped by an authorized Driver Examiner.

1.4 Examination for Learner’s Licence

Before you, as a resident of New Brunswick, may obtain a learner’s
licence, you must pass an examination to determine if you meet
the required vision standards. You must also have an acceptable
knowledge of road signs, rules of the road and safe driving
practices. In addition, you must present one original or certified copy
of a valid passport, birth certificate, or court order to verify your name
and date of birth and two pieces of identification to verify your current
address. Please contact Service New Brunswick for a complete list

of acceptable documents. It may be a requirement for a parent or
guardian to accompany you to verify your address.

You must have the written consent of a parent or guardian
before applying for a licence if you are less than 18 years of age.
A consent form is provided at the back of this book and must be
witnessed properly.

This written consent may be withdrawn by the parent or guardian
at any time prior to age 18, by making written application to the
Registrar of Motor Vehicles who may then cancel the licence.

Vision Test

If it is found that you need visual correction in order
to drive safely, you will be advised accordingly and
no further testing can occur and a licence cannot
be issued to you until you obtain the necessary
correction. When a driver’s licence is issued, it will
display the appropriate restriction “Valid only while
licence holder is wearing proper visual correction”,
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Road Sign Recognition Test

You will be given a written or oral examination on your ability to
recognize and understand the meaning of highway road signs. This
test consists of twenty (20) signs. To pass, you must correctly match

sixteen (16), with the exception of “stop’, “yield” and “school ahead”
which are mandatory.

Rules Test

You will be given a written or oral examination on the traffic laws
and rules for safe driving as contained in this book. The written
exam consists of twenty (20) multiple choice questions. To pass,

you must answer sixteen (16) correctly. Although this guide offers
measurements in both Metric and Imperial systems, the written test
refers only to the Metric system.

1.5 Examination for Driver’s Licence

Note: Appointments for testing can only be booked through Service
New Brunswick Teleservices (1-888-762-8600)

You must pass a driving examination to determine whether you are
qualified to operate a motor vehicle safely before you can be issued

a driver’s licence. These examinations are conducted by a Driver
Examiner who also indicates the areas of your driving which need
further improvement and stresses the importance of your attitude as a
determining factor in safe driving.

Driving Test

This is an examination to test your actual driving skills and your ability
to operate a vehicle safely while abiding by the rules of the Motor
Vehicle Act. You must come to the examination office with a vehicle
that is in good mechanical condition, preferably the one which you
expect to operate after you obtain your driver’s licence. (You must
have the valid motor vehicle registration and insurance card to show
the Examiner upon request). As part of the road test, the vehicle will
be checked by the Examiner to ensure that it meets the standards set
out under the Motor Vehicle Act. The road test will not be conducted if
the vehicle is not in satisfactory mechanical condition.

17



1 Licensing of Drivers

During the driving test, do not talk unnecessarily to the Examiner
who will be busy giving instructions, observing your performance
and recording your score. No tricks will be played on you. The
Examiner will not ask you to do anything which is a violation

of the law. The purpose of the exam is to determine if you can
operate a motor vehicle well enough to receive a driver’s licence.

The driving test includes such operations as:
1. Stopping and starting, both on a level road and on a hill.

2. (Changing gears in vehicles not having automatic
transmissions, both on a level road and on a hill.

Making left and right turns.
Backing.

Following another vehicle properly.
Giving proper signals.

Parallel and/or angle parking.

Observing and complying with traffic control devices (signs,
signals and pavement markings).

® N o AW

The examination will be conducted over a course of at least 3 km,
and when possible, will be conducted in fairly dense traffic. The
exam also tests your ability to apply your knowledge of the rules of
the road, recognition of road signs, visual perception, etc.

You may know every safe driving rule, may have adequate vision
and other physical abilities and may exhibit the most exemplary
attitude, but until you show your ability and skill in an actual
driving test, you have not proven that you are competent to
operate a motor vehicle safely upon the highway.

The following is a sample of the road test evaluation form used by
the examiner while conducting a driving test. If you are learning

to drive, it may help you to have your teacher grade you, using this
form. As a driver, you have developed certain driving habits. Why not
have your licensed passenger verify your driving?

18
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1

A. VEHICLE HANDLING
Pass

Starting

Remarks

Needs-Training

Backing

Remarks

Parking

Remarks

Starting from curb

Remarks

Stopping from upgrade

Remarks

Posture

Remarks

B. TRAFFIC CONDTIONS
Pass

Following

Remarks

Fail

Needs-Training

Passing

Remarks

Being passed

Remarks

Use of horn

Remarks

Right of way

Remarks

19
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C. ROAD TEST

Pass Fail Needs-Training
Stop signs

Remarks

Traffic lights

Remarks

Left turns

Remarks

Left turn from
one way street

Remarks

Right turn

Remarks

Blind intersection

Remarks

Multiple lanes

Remarks

Other signs

Remarks

Attention

Remarks

One-way street

Remarks

Road Test Summary

At the end of the test the examiner will explain the ways in which
your driving skills require improvement and will advise you on
how to improve.

20
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Re-examination After Failure

If you do not pass the examination, the Examiner will advise you of the
reasons for your failure and you will be asked to return after further study
and more practical road experience.

Minimum waiting periods are as follows:
First Failure - one week

Second Failure - two weeks

Third Failure - three weeks

If you have not successfully completed the required test after a period of six
months, the written exam must be completed again.

Restrictions

If you are unable to pass the complete examination without some type of
special equipment, or if you were not tested in a vehicle that allowed you to
operate all vehicles covered by the class of licence being issued, or if there
was a medical requirement imposed, your licence will restrict you to driving
with such equipment or other limitations.

Possible restrictions are:

Must wear corrective lenses.
Vehicle must be equipped with side view mirrors.
Vehicle must be equipped with hand controls.
Vehicle must be equipped with automatic transmission.
Steering wheel must be equipped with steering knob.
Restricted to Daylight Driving Only.
Combination of Restrictions 1 and 2.
Combination of Restrictions 3 and 4.
Combination of Restrictions 4 and 5.
. Head Office Restriction — Contact Head Office
«  Automatic Transmission: Commercial and Bus
« NotValid for Tractor Trailers
« NotValid for Ambulance
« NotValid: Ambulance/Bus < 25 Passengers
11. Medical Restriction — Contact Head Office
12 valid in NB only
15 for work only
16. Ignition Interlock
21. Motor Driven Cycle and Farm Tractor
22. medical purposes only
23. 0% Blood Alcohol Level while driving until (age 21). 21
W. Commercial — Canada Only

VPN R W =
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1 Licensing of Drivers

Expiry Date

An individual’s driver’s licence expires on the licensee’s birthday in
the year of expiration.

Change of Address

Drivers are required by law to advise the Motor Vehicle Branch of
any change in address within ten (10) days.

Change of Name

Drivers are required by law to advise the Motor Vehicle Branch of
any change in name within ten (10) days.

Renewal of Licence

When renewing your driver’s licence you must notify the Motor

Vehicle Branch of:

1. Any changes in your physical or mental condition which might
limit or alter your ability to operate a vehicle (some examples
are heart condition, mental condition, mental breakdown,
eye diseases, limbs, diabetes or conditions resulting in loss of
consciousness); and

2. Revocation or suspension.

Doctors and Optometrists are required by law to report anything
that would affect the driving ability of their patient.

Failure to provide this information may prohibit renewal of driving
privileges. The renewal application form should be carefully read
before signing.

22
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1.6 How You May Lose Your Driving Privilege

The Registrar MUST suspend your driving privileges for any of the

following reasons:

a) When a total of ten points is assessed against your driving
record (other than a newly licensed driver).

b) When a newly licensed driver loses all points credited to him/
her.

¢)  Upon conviction for operating or permitting operation of a
motor vehicle that is uninsured.

d) When any points are assessed against an unlicensed driver or a
non-resident unlicensed driver.

e) A conviction for altering a licence.

Newly Licensed Driver Point Suspension

A newly licensed driver means any driver who has been licensed
for less than four years.

Every driver in this category is credited with four points after being
issued with a licence. A further two points will be credited to these
drivers each subsequent year to a maximum of ten points.

When a newly licensed driver loses all points he/she will be
suspended by the Registrar.

Ten (10) Point Suspension

Every driver, other than a newly licensed driver, is included in this
category for suspension purposes.

Three points accumulated in any way is the signal for a warning
letter to be issued. After loss of seven (7) points, a second letter
is sent from the Registrar advising that further loss of points
could result in the suspension of your driver’s licence. Ten (10)
accumulated points incur automatic suspension.

No demerit points remain on a driver’s record for more than two
years from the date of convictions. Thus the points accumulated
on any particular day will be removed from the driver’s record two
years later, providing ten (10) points have not been accumulated
within a two year period which resulted in a suspension.

23
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Appeals

Suspension of driving privileges for the first time in three years for
loss of all points for offences under the Motor Vehicle Act may be
appealed to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles.

Suspension of driving privileges as the result of a first conviction of
a Criminal Code offence in three years may be appealed to a Judge
of the Court of Queen’s Bench.

The Registrar or the Courts cannot recommend reinstatement of
a licence unless the applicant’s appeal application states that the
ability to operate a motor vehicle is essential in avoiding the loss
of the applicant’s livelihood.

The filing of an application does not guarantee the reinstatement
of one’s driving privileges.

No appeal can be processed by the Court while a prohibition order
is in force.

Suspension of Driving Privilege

Suspensions resulting from accumulation of demerit points for
offenses under the Motor Vehicle Act are for a period of three
months.

Suspensions resulting from a first conviction under the Criminal
Code for the following offenses is twelve months for the first
conviction, second or subsequent convictions within a three year
period — twenty-four (24) months, fines are from $300.00 to
$2,000.00.

1. Criminal negligence;

2. Dangerous operation of a motor vehicle;

3. Driving while disqualified.

The suspension for the first alcohol related Criminal Code
conviction is one year, second conviction is three years and third or
subsequent conviction s five years.

Suspension for any other Criminal Code conviction involving the
use of a motor vehicle - six months, second or subsequent offence
within three years - twelve months.
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Suspensions for a conviction for failing to stop when requested
by a peace officer or continuing to avoid a peace officer who is
pursuing him/her — suspension can be for a period up to three
years, imposed by the court.

Suspensions resulting from a conviction under the Motor Vehicle
Act for driving while suspended are twelve months for the first
conviction and twenty-four months for the second or subsequent
conviction within three years.

Reinstatement

Licences so suspended may be reinstated after the suspension
period imposed has elapsed providing certain conditions have
been satisfied.

After a suspension for loss of points for offenses under the Motor
Vehicle Act, you must pay a reinstatement fee.

After a suspension for conviction under the Criminal Code involving
alcohol, you must take a Drinking & Driving Re-Education Course
and pay a reinstatement fee.

In some cases, after the period of suspension is completed, the
driver regains his/her licence “on probation” for one year. Any
conviction during the year's probation will automatically bring into
effect additional periods of suspension.

IN ALL CASES WHERE A LICENCE HAS BEEN SUSPENDED, IT REMAINS

SUSPENDED UNTIL REINSTATED BY THE REGISTRAR REGARDLESS OF THE
FACT THAT THE TERM OF SUSPENSION HAS EXPIRED.

Financial Responsibility

A driver involved in a collision in which a person is injured

(even slightly) or killed or the total property damage amounts
t0 $1,000.00 or more must be able to prove his/her financial
responsibility at the time of the collision. The accepted proof is a
New Brunswick Liability Insurance Card, issued by an authorized
insurance company, showing that public liability and property
damage coverage has been issued on behalf of the driver or the
owner of the vehicle.
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Some examples of point loss

offences are provided:

- For any offence under the

Criminal Code involving the use

of a motor vehicle
............... 10 points

- Forfailure to report a collision
............... 5 points

« For driving without due care
............... 5 points

+ For speeding more than 25
km (15 miles) over speed limit
............... 5 points

« For speeding 25 km (15
miles) per hour or less over
speed limit

............... 3 points

«Forany offence under the
Motor Vehicle Act or local by-law
involving the use of a motor
vehicle in motion
............... 3 points

- Forunlawful parking with
view obstructed
............... 3 points

- For unlawful parking without
view obstructed
............... 2 points

«Forany offence under the

Motor Vehicle Act involving the

equipment of a motor vehicle
............... 2 points

« For driver not properly
wearing a seat belt:
............... 2 points

« For unlawful parking in a
zone reserved for the disabled
............... 2 points

26

The Registrar, on receipt of a collision report that does not show
that the owner or driver has financial responsibility, must suspend
the motor vehicle privileges of the owner and operator and cancel
all registrations and licences of both the owner and driver. Before
reinstatement can be made, proof of financial responsibility for the
future must be filed with the Registrar of Motor Vehicles.

Point System

The point system is designed to protect drivers (and most drivers
are careful) against the dangers of sharing the highways with
those who cause collisions. The system imposes no hardship on
safe drivers - but it is strict on law violators!

Nearly every collision is caused by someone who breaks a traffic
law. When traffic laws are obeyed, collision rates drop. Good
drivers can then drive with greater safety.

How it Operates

The point system has proven to be beneficial in many jurisdictions.
In New Brunswick, it provides a graduated number of demerit
points for traffic convictions of different levels of seriousness.

The violator loses his/her licence when his/her total demerits
demonstrate he/she is a greater danger to others on the highway.

Suspension resulting from an accumulation of demerit points
remains in effect for three months.



Licensing of Drivers 1

1.7 Driver Improvement Re-education

The Registrar, at any time, may require any driver to be
re-examined if there is a question about the driver’s physical
condition or driving ability. If a re-examination is required due
to a poor driving record (collisions, convictions, etc.) it will be
conducted by a Driver Examiner.

Although the re-examination is basically the same as the
qualifying examination, this test is designed to correct and
improve any areas of the driving skills that are below set standards
for the safe operation of a motor vehicle.

From the results of the re-examination the Registrar will consider
whatever further driver improvement action is necessary. If a
medical condition appears to be contributing to an individual’s
driving problems, a medical report may be required. This medical
report is reviewed by the Medical Advisory Board on driver
licensing and its recommendation is provided to the Registrar.
Under Section 309 of the Motor Vehicle Act, a driver may be totally
retested to see if the medical reason affects the driving ability of
the person.
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- Licence plates must be securely fastened to the
G N B ‘_,! 1 2 3 front and rear of the vehicle in such a position and
condition as to be clearly legible and the rear plate
must be lighted at night.

CONSERVATION

Registration of Vehicles

2. REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

2.1 Certificate of Registration

The owner of every motor vehicle, trailer or
semi-trailer, who intends to operate that vehicle
upon any highway in New Brunswick, must
obtain registration for that vehicle by applying

to Service New Brunswick. The registration
permit or a photocopy must be carried by the
driver while operating the vehicle.

2.2 Plates are Property of the Crown

Plates and permits remain the property of the Crown and must be
surrendered upon demand. Found plates should be delivered to
Service New Brunswick or forwarded to Motor Vehicle Branch,

P. 0. Box 6000, Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1

2.3 Plates Must Be Legible

2.4 Owner Responsible for Plates

You are responsible for the custody of licence plates or validation
stickers issued to you for the current year and must immediately
notify Service New Brunswick when they are no longer in your
possession. There is a nominal fee for replacing lost plates and
stickers.
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2.5 Transfer of Plates

The plates are issued to a particular vehicle and cannot be transferred
to another. Exceptions are made for the owners of personalized,
conservation, and specialty plates i.e. : fire-fighter, amateur radio and
veteran’s plates.

2.6 Offence to Alter Numbers

It is an offence under the Motor Vehicle Act to alter or deface any
of the identifying serial/vehicle identification numbers of a motor
vehicle. Changes in chassis or body of a motor vehicle must be
recorded with the Motor Vehicle Branch.

2.7 Non-Residents

A passenger vehicle owned by a visitor may be operated for
personal, non-business purposes for a period of six months in New
Brunswick without being registered in the Province. This six month
period is determined from the date on which the passenger motor
vehicle was first operated in New Brunswick in any registration
year.

A person who becomes a resident of New Brunswick must register
his/her vehicle with Service New Brunswick immediately.

2.8 Transfer of Ownership —
In the case of the death of
Transfer of ownership is by process of law. The signature of the the registered owner, the
registered owner is required on the certificate of registration. vehicle may be driven to the
, ) . residence or place of business
The purchaser’s name, address and date of birth are required on of the person entitled
the transfer document. The registration certificate is required to to the vehicle.

be surrendered and transferred to the purchaser’s name at any
issuing office. The collection of sales tax and motor vehicle fees
are required at time of transfer. The vehicle cannot be driven or
permitted to be driven until the registration certificate is recorded
in the new purchaser’s name.
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Registration of Vehicles

2.9 Transit Markers

This is a temporary permit to move an
unregistered vehicle from one place to another
and is valid for twenty-four hours. This permit
is also issued to move a vehicle, on which the

! inspection sticker has expired, to an inspection
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: | station. The applicant must show proof of
el insurance anytime the motor vehicle is being
operated.
2.10 Expiry Dates

Registrations for passenger type vehicles and light commercial
vehicles are staggered and expire on various days during the
month. Plates for large commercial vehicles can expire on the last
day of any quarter during the year. Commercial prorate plates are
staggered and expire on the last day of a month. All-terrain plates
expire December 31st. All other registrations expire March 31st.

2.11 Persons With Disabilities

Placards must be hung on the rear-view mirror when the
vehide is parked in a designated space. The person, for whom
the placard was issued, must be getting in or out of the vehicle,
at that stop, or the reserved parking space may not be used. An
application form must be completed in order for the disabled
person to receive a placard. If the disability is visible, the placard
is issued immediately but, if not, the application requires a
physician's verification.

A placard is valid for a maximum period of five
years. A permit is provided to the disabled person
when the placard is issued. This permit must be
carried by the placard holder. Placards and
permits must be surrendered when no
longer needed. Placards are issued only for
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the use of the designated person and may not be loaned to
anyone else, for any reason.

Drivers who do not hold placards should respect the proper

use of the designated parking spaces. A person who parks in a
designated parking space without displaying a valid placard can be
charged under the Motor Vehicle Act, which also provides for the
loss of demerit points.

It is important to remember to remove the placard before driving.

2.12 Cancellation of Registration

The Registrar of Motor Vehicles may cancel any registration
whenever it is deemed expedient. Registration may be cancelled
and plates ordered returned to the Motor Vehicle Branch as
provided under the Act.

Motor vehicle permits may be revoked or suspended:

1. When the Branch determines that the vehicle is unsafe or
unfit to be operated or is not equipped as required by law.

2. When the vehicle is used for any unlawful purpose or when
the owner permits it to be used by a person not entitled to
use it.
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2.13 Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection

All registered motor vehicles and trailers must undergo a yearly
safety inspection at an official inspection station. These stations
are situated in all localities of the Province and will conduct a
prescribed safety inspection in accordance with Motor Vehicle
Inspection Regulations. The inspection must be carried out under
the supervision of a licensed mechanic. The inspection station
will issue a motor vehicle inspection report form to you. This form
should be retained in your vehicle.

Inspection stickers issued during the month in which a vehicle was
inspected will be valid until the end of that month in the following
year. A newly purchased vehicle cannot be re-registered unless it
bears a valid inspection sticker. The Registrar or any peace officer
may order a vehicle to be reinspected at any time.

A period of fourteen (14) days in which to obtain an inspection
is permitted for out-of-province vehicles being registered in New
Brunswick. There is a reciprocal agreement with Nova Scotia

and Prince Edward Island whereby their inspection stickers are
honoured.

The owner or operator of a “rejected vehicle” has fourteen (14)
days from the date of rejection to have defects corrected and
the vehicle reinspected. This does not permit the operation of an
unsafe vehicle during this time.

An inspection sticker which has become defaced may be replaced
for a nominal fee upon proof of inspection at any inspection
station. The motor vehicle inspection report must be produced for
this purpose.
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Equipment 3 /

This section deals with mandatory and optional equipment for

your vehicle as well as suggestions for safer road use.

3.1 Lights

No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at nighttime or any
other time when there is not sufficient light to render clearly
discernible persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of
150 meters (500 feet) unless the vehicle is equipped with and
displays lighted lamps and illuminating devices as required for the

class of vehicle so driven.

Headlamps

Every motor vehicle, except a motorcycle
or motor driven cycle, must have at least
two headlights displaying white light.
One must be attached to each side of the
vehicle not more than 140 centimetres
(55 inches) from the ground and not less
than 60 centimetres (24 inches). They
must have an upper beam that clearly
shows ahead for 100 metres (330 feet)
and a lower beam that shows 30 metres
(100 feet).

Lights must be dimmed within 150
metres (500 feet) of an approaching
vehicle. When following another vehicle
within 60 metres (200 feet) the lower
beam must be used except when in the
act of passing. It is permissible for a
vehicle to be equipped and operated with
an auxiliary lamp or spot lamp providing
the total intensity does not exceed 300
candle power.

High beams

Low beams

Low beams
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Motor Cycle Lamps

Every motorcycle must be equipped with at least one and not
more than three head lamps displaying white light. The light must
be strong enough to reveal a person or vehicle at 100 metres (330
feet) when speed is 60 km (35 miles) per hour or more. The lamp
or lamps must be aimed so that the high intensity portion does
not project higher than the level of the centre of the lamp at a
distance of 750 centimetres (25 feet).

Rear Lamps

Every motor vehicle, trailer, etc. and the last vehicle in a train of
vehicles must have at least two red tail lights mounted one on
either side of the rear of the vehicle at a height of not more than
183 centimetres (72 inches) and not less than 38 centimetres (15
inches). This light must be visible from a distance of 150 metres
(500 feet) to the rear. Every vehicle must be equipped with a
white light to illuminate the rear licence plate and make it clearly
readable at a distance of 15 metres (50 feet).

Clearance Lamps and Reflectors

Every bus or truck must have on the rear two red reflectors and
one stop light.

Every commercial vehicle, semi-trailer or trailer 2 metres (80

inches) or more in width must have in addition to the above:

a) On the front, one amber clearance lamp on each side.

b) On the rear and as high as practical a red clearance lamp on
each side.

¢) On each side an amber reflector at or near the front and one
red near the rear.

d) Mud flaps mounted immediately behind the rear wheels.

e) Inthe vehicle, three flares, electric lanterns or portable
reflectors capable of reflecting red light for a distance of 150
metres (500 feet) under normal nighttime conditions. They
must also carry two red cloth flags at least 30 centimetres (12
inches) square.
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Stop Lamps (Brake Lights)

Motor vehicles operated on a highway must be equipped with

a red stop lamp or lamps. This lamp must be plainly visible and
understandable from a distance of 30 metres (100 feet) to the rear
both during daylight and darkness.

Signal Devices

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with a lamp or lamps
or mechanical signal devices capable of clearly indicating an
intention to turn either to the right or to the left, such signal
devices being visible both from the front and the rear.

A signal lamp or lamps indicating intention to turn must be visible
during daylight and darkness from a distance of 30 metres (100
feet) both to the front and to the rear.

Lamps on Parked Vehicles

Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or
shoulder any time when there is not sufficient light to see persons
and vehicles at a distance of 150 metres (500 feet), it must be
equipped with one or more lighted lamps that exhibit white or
amber light on the roadway side which can be seen for 150 metres
(500 feet) to the front of the vehicle and a lighted lamp visible
from a distance of 150 metres (500 feet) to the rear.

Daytime Running Lights

Beginning with the model year 1990 all new vehicles must

be equipped with daytime running lights which activate
automatically. A vehicle using these lights is more easily seen by
other motorists, pedestrians and cyclists.

Older vehicles may be modified to produce automatic daytime
running lights.

If your vehicle is not equipped with daytime running lights, it is
suggested that you use your headlights at all times.
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Stop Lights

It is suggested that all motor vehicles be equipped with a “stop”
light. This light must be so constructed and placed where it will
give a red signal to the rear of the vehicle which is plainly visible in
normal sunlight from a distance of 100 metres (330 feet). The stop
light may or may not be the same as the rear lamp unit.

Flashing or Revolving Lights

The use of flashing or revolving lights on motor vehicles is
restricted.

A flashing or revolving red light visible from the front and rear may
only be used on: (1) ambulance; (2) a police or fire department
vehicle; (3) a school bus while taking on or unloading passengers.

A school bus may be equipped with flashing amber lights.
In addition, flashing amber lights may be used on a vehicle
transporting explosives or a motor vehicle towing a wide trailer.

Four Way Flashers

When a vehicle is equipped with a switch permitting the parking
and tail lights to flash, the flashing lights can be used when the
vehicle is parked on the highway or any portion thereof due to
an emergency or under circumstances beyond the control of the
driver.

Spot Lamps

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than one spot
light but it must never be so aimed that it shines directly on or
within 30 metres (100 feet) in front of an approaching vehicle.
Fog Lamps

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than two fog

lamps and they can only be used when headlights of the vehicle
are on low beam.
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3.2 Brakes

Every motor vehicle must be equipped with an adequate foot
brake and an emergency brake in good working order.

3.3 Horn

Every motor vehicle must be equipped with a horn in good
working order that can be heard for a distance of not less than 60
metres (200 feet) but a horn must not emit an unreasonably loud
or harsh sound or whistle. The horn should be sounded whenever
it is necessary to ensure safe operation of a vehicle or to give
warning of the approach of a vehicle.

Except for authorized emergency vehicles, no siren, whistle or bell
is to be used.

3.4 Mirror

Every motor vehicle must be equipped with a mirror so located

as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of
at least 60 metres (200 feet) to the rear of such vehicle. Portable
door or fender mirrors are illegal when not towing trailer or other
vehicle.

3.5 Windshields and Windows

All windshields and windows must be kept clear of any signs,
posters or other non-transparent material which obstruct the
driver’s clear view of the highway or any intersecting highway.

3.6 Ornaments

No person is permitted to drive a motor vehicle on the highway
having any ornaments or decorations, either inside or outside of
the vehicle, located so that they obstruct the vision or distract the
attention of the driver.
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3.7 Windshield Wipers

Windshield wipers shall be maintained in good
working order.

3.8 Slow Moving Vehicle

Except when directly crossing the highway, every farm tractor

and self-propelled implement of husbandry and any other type

of vehicle prescribed by Regulation, when operated on a highway
or any vehicle towed by them, shall have a slow moving vehicle
emblem as prescribed by the Registrar attached to the rear thereof
in accordance with the Regulations.

3.9 Mufflers

Every motor vehicle must be equipped with a muffler and exhaust
pipes in good working order and in constant operation to prevent
excessive or unusual noise. No person is allowed to use a muffler
cut-out,

by-pass or similar device, upon a motor vehicle on

the highway.

3.10 Speedometer

Every motor vehicle must be equipped with a speedometer in
good working condition so as to show the speed at which the
vehicle is travelling.

3.11 Height, Width and Length of Vehicle

A vehicle without a special permit may not exceed a total outside
width, including load, of 260 centimetres (102 inches), a height of
415 centimetres (13 feet, 6 inches); in the case of a two or three
axle vehicle which is 12.5 metres (40.6 feet) in length and in the
case of a combination of vehicles coupled together, a length of 23
metres (75.5 feet) limited to two trailers while being hauled by a
truck-tractor.
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3.12 Studded Tires

It is permissible to use studded snow tires of a type approved by
the Registrar at any time except during the period commencing on
the first day of May and ending on the fifteenth day of October in
every year. The use of studded tires may cause more of a skid in an
emergency stop than rubber tires depending on road conditions.

3.13 Disabled Vehicles

Where a motor vehicle is disabled on a highway at nighttime, the

operator shall forthwith place a portable reflector unit or standard
at a distance of approximately 30 metres (100 feet) to the rear of

the motor vehicle at or near the edge of the roadway.

The driver of a truck over 2 metres (80 inches) wide, passenger
bus, motor vehicle towing a house trailer or a truck tractor is
required to display three reflector units, one beside the vehicle,
one 30 metres (100 feet) to the rear and the third 30 metres
(100 feet) ahead of the disabled vehicle. A Safety Red Triangle is
recognized as a portable reflector unit.

3.14 Safety Chain

Trailers and other objects or devices drawn by a motor vehicle on
a highway must have a secondary means of attachment to the
towing vehicle in the form of a “safety chain”. The safety chain
should not be attached to the hitch but to the frame/bumper
portion of the vehicle.
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Radar Detectors
Both possession and
use of radar detectors
isillegal in
New Brunswick.
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Rules of the Road

4. TRAFFIC ON THE HIGHWAY - RULES
OF THE ROAD

It is an offence for any person to fail to comply with an order, a
signal or a direction of a peace officer or to fail to observe the
instructions of any official traffic sign or signal except when
otherwise directed by a peace officer.

4.1 Collisions

The driver of any vehicle involved in a collision causing death or
injury to any person or property damage must stop at the scene of
the collision, give his/her name, address, the registration number
of his/her vehicle along with the liability insurance card and show
his/her driver’s licence to the person struck or to occupants of any
vehicle collided with or to a witness and shall render all reasonable
assistance to any injured person.

First at the Scene

Remember, handling the injured must be avoided unless there is
added danger of being struck by oncoming motorists.
Emergency Vehicles

Upon the approach from either direction of any authorized
emergency vehicle giving an audible signal by way of bell or
siren and visual by flashing red lights, the driver of all vehicles
must immediately drive to the right hand curb and must stop and
remain stopped until the emergency vehicle has passed, unless
otherwise directed by a peace officer.

Reporting Collisions

Collisions resulting in death or injury to any person, or total
property damage to an apparent extent of $1,000.00 or more
must be reported immediately to the nearest office of the Royal
(anadian Mounted Police or if in a town or city, to a member of
the local police.
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Collision reports must be forwarded to the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles within 24 hours.

The Registrar of Motor Vehicles is authorized to suspend the
operating privileges of any person failing to report a collision.

Financial Responsibility

A driver involved in a collision in which a person is injured, even
slightly, or killed, or when the total property damage amounts
t0 $1,000.00 or more, must be able to prove his/her financial
responsibility at the time of the collision. The accepted proof is a
New Brunswick Liability Insurance Card, issued by an authorized
insurance company, showing that public liability and property
damage coverage has been issued on behalf of the driver or the
owner of the vehicle.

The Registrar, on receipt of a collision report that does not show
the owner or driver has financial responsibility, must suspend the
motor vehicle privileges of the owner and operator and cancel all
registrations and licence against both the owner and driver. Before
reinstatement can be made, proof of financial responsibility for the
future must be filed with the Registrar of Motor Vehicles.
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4.2 Speed Restrictions

Where no speed hazard exists that require lower speed, the speed

limits on provincial streets and highways are:

a) 50 km (30 miles) per hour in any urban district;

b) 80 km (50 miles) per hour in other locations or as otherwise
posted.

This means that a driver apprehended at speeds in excess of those
noted above is committing an offence.
OTHER SPEED LIMITS MAY BE INDICATED FOR CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE

HIGHWAYS BY SIGNS ERECTED BY ORDER OF THE TRAFFIC AUTHORITY AND
THESE POSTED LIMITS MAY NOT BE EXCEEDED.

No person is permitted to operate a vehicle upon any highway
at such a speed as to endanger the life, limb or property of any
person, including his/her own.

4.3 Slow Drivers

It is an offence under the Act for any person to drive at such a slow
speed as to block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic,
except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation.

Should a driver find it necessary to drive at a slow speed on the
open highway, he/she must always keep well to the right and
occasionally look back to see if traffic is being slowed down and if
50, the driver must pull off the road and give the traffic a chance
to pass.

To delay traffic is a discourteous and illegal act and greatly
increases the chance of a collision. The “road hog”is a menace
almost as great as those who drive too fast for conditions.
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4.4 Overtaking

Except when overtaking and where passing on the right is
permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle must move to the
right in favour of the overtaking vehicle upon hearing audible
signal and shall not increase the speed of his/her vehicle until
completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

Itis an offence to pass another vehicle on the right except when:

a) overtaking a vehicle making a left turn or signalling a left
turn;

b) onaone way street;

¢) on streets and highways marked for multi-lanes going in the
same direction.

Extreme care should be taken in the above situations because
other drivers may swerve over to the right without warning. You
must not drive off the roadway onto the shoulder to pass
another vehice.

It is unlawful for a vehicle to be driven to the left side of the

roadway under the following circumstances:

a) When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the
highway where the driver’s view is obstructed within such
distance as to create a hazard in the event another vehicle
might approach from the opposite direction.

b) When approaching within 30 metres (100 feet) of or crossing
any intersection or railroad grade crossing; or

¢ When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 30
metres (100 feet) of any bridge, viaduct or tunnel).
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4.5 School Zones, School Buses and
Construction Zones

If you are approaching a school bus from the front or the rear that
has stopped to take on or discharge passengers as indicated by
flashing red lights, you must bring your vehicle to a full stop not
less than 5 metres (16 feet) in front or rear of the school bus and
wait while passengers are embarking or
disembarking and you shall not proceed
until the school bus resumes motion or
until signalled by the school bus driver to
proceed.

When driving in a school zone, you must
take extra caution and reduce speed.
Recent amendments to the Motor Vehicle
Act have doubled fines for speeding in

a signed school zone. This increase will
provide safer access for children and pedestrians on roadways
while traveling to school facilities. The speed
limit for school zones is 50 km/h in an urban
district unless a different rate of speed

has been prescribed on the signs facing
approaching traffic. This speed limit for
school zones is in effect between the

hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on the
days which school is in session.

Speeding is an issue of great concern

within construction zones. To help address this issue, fines for

this offence have been doubled to improve the safety of workers.
Drivers should comply with the speed limit prescribed by signs
that have been erected by the Department of Transportation while
a worker is present within the construction zone. This speed limit
is 50 km/h in an urban district unless a different rate of speed has
been prescribed on the signs facing approaching traffic. In sections
of the zone where no speed limit has been posted, the limit is 80
km/h. Proper signs also mark the commencement and the end of
the zone for approaching traffic.
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4.6 Drive on Right Half of Highway

Upon all highways of sufficient width, vehicles must be operated
on the right half of the highway and slow moving traffic must
move close to the right hand edge or curb.

Keep well over on your side of the road.
Do not hug the centre line.

4.7 Laned Traffic and Pavement Markings

Where a street or highway has been divided into lanes for traffic, a

4

vehicle must be driven within a single lane.

A vehicle must be driven in the lane nearest the right hand edge of
the highway, except when preparing to make a left turn or when
passing another vehicle.

White lines

White lines are used to divide lanes of traffic moving in the same
direction. White lines also may mark the right shoulder of the
highway.

Yellow lines

Yellow lines on the pavement divide traffic moving in opposite
directions. They are for your guidance and protection and can
assist you in driving safely.

Painted Islands

These markings are painted on the
pavement at an approach to an
intersection to provide a protected or
exclusive lane for left or right-turning
vehicles. Once in the turning lane, the
motorist must turn left or right only,
as the case may be, and should not
drive over the striped, painted
islands. Pavement arrows are used to
show the direction in which the driver
should move when using the lane
concerned.

Neither A nor B may pass.

A may pass, but B is
prohibited from passing.
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When the centre markings consist of two yellow lines and the solid
line is on your side you are prohibited from passing. When the
broken line is on your side it indicates that passing is permitted if
traffic and other conditions allow.

A single broken yellow line marking the centre of a highway
permits passing when traffic, sight distance and other conditions
are ideal. A solid single yellow line indicates that passing is not
permitted.

4.8 Blind Spots

All vehicles have a“blind spot”in the right and left rear corners.
Your rear view mirror will not show a car in the lane next to
yours when its front bumper is about even with or ahead of
your rear bumper. If you rely only upon your inside mirror and
turn into another lane without looking over your shoulder you
could collide with a vehicle travelling in your blind spot.

4.9 Passing

Many serious collisions are caused by improper passing. After
deciding that it is necessary to pass and pavement markings
permit, to avoid collisions, follow these rules:

1. Stay back. Often the habit of moving up closely behind a
vehicle leads to collisions. Your view of the road ahead is
obscured and it becomes necessary to cut out sharply to pass.
When you do cut out, you may not have the time to pull in
should there be an oncoming car.

2. (Check ahead for oncoming vehicles or obstructions.

3. Check your rear view mirror for vehicles which may be
overtaking you from behind.

Do not attempt to pass )
avehicle on a curve or 4. Signal left.
il o o LT 5. Check your“blind spot” by looking back over your left

side of the “life line”. shoulder.

6. Move left gradually.

Accelerate (You are not permitted to exceed the posted speed
limit).
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8. Signal right after you have passed. Look over right shoulder.
Move right when you can see in your rear view mirror the
headlights of the vehicle you have passed.

10. Resume your normal speed and cancel signal.

Caution

When approaching at night use low beam headlights until you
have started to pass.

If another driver wants to pass you and gives audible warning, you
must give way by driving to the right and must not increase your
speed until the driver has completed the passing procedure.

It is unlawful to drive left of centre of the highway if you do not
have sufficient distance to permit overtaking and passing another
vehicle to be completed safely. You must not prevent the safe
operation of any vehicle; either the one you are passing or one
approaching from the opposite direction.

In any event, it is illegal to pass or drive left of the centre of the
highway on a curve or when approaching the crest of a hill where
your view along the highway is obstructed within a distance of
150 metres (500 feet) or where the pavement markings prohibit.

When changing lanes, never move from one lane of traffic to
another until you make certain that you can do so safely. This
means that you must check oncoming traffic for safe clearance to
the side of, ahead of and behind your vehicle and give the proper
signal before changing lanes.

Rules of the Road
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4.10 Signalling

The law requires you to signal other drivers of your intention to
stop or decrease the speed of your vehicle, turn to the left or the
right, change from one lane of traffic to another lane of traffic,
leave the roadway or set your vehicle in motion from a parked
position.

If a vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to prevent the hand and
arm signal from being visible, or if any portion of the vehicle or the
load on the vehicle extends more than 60 centimetres (24 inches)
to the left of the centre of the vehicle’s steering wheel, the signal
must be given by a mechanical or electrical signalling device.

Signals must be given by signalling devices, stop light or hand and
arm. Give correct signals well in advance and in such a way as to
be plainly visible to other drivers. Check your signalling devices
frequently to ensure that they are working properly.

All signals shall be given at least 30 metres (100 feet) before
making a turn.

4.11 Right of Way

The fact that you believe you should be granted the
right of way does not necessarily relieve you from
responsibility for a collision.

Intersection

When approaching an intersection you must yield
the right of way to a vehicle which has entered the
intersection.

When two vehicles enter an uncontrolled
intersection (three or four way stop signs) at
approximately the same time, you must yield to the
driver on your right. If the intersection is controlled,
the lights control the authority to proceed.
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Left Turn

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left must yield
to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is
within an intersection or so close as to constitute an immediate
hazard. Keep wheels straight until ready to turn.

In this diagram:

« B and Cmust yield to A.
« Emust yield to D while F and D proceed.
+ Hmustyield to G.

Rotary

When driving in a rotary or traffic circle you must drive in a
counter-clockwise direction. If you are approaching a rotary or
traffic circle, you must yield the right of way to traffic which is
already in it and which is approaching so closely as to constitute
an immediate hazard.
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Driveway

Before entering a highway you must yield the right of way to all
vehicles approaching on the highway.

Before emerging from an alley, driveway or building
in a business or residential district, you must stop
your vehicle immediately prior to driving on the
sidewalk or on the sidewalk area extending across
any alleyway.

Before entering an alley, driveway or building or
across a sidewalk, you must yield the right of way
to pedestrians crossing the entrance to the alley,
driveway or building or on the sidewalk at the point
where your vehicle is crossing.

4.12 Railway Crossings

When the driver of a motor vehicle approaches a
railroad crossing and notices the lights flashing
or a flagman or a train dangerously close to the
crossing, the driver must bring his/her vehicle to
a stop not less than 5 metres (16 feet) from the
nearest rail and shall not proceed until he/she
can do so safely.

A driver shall not drive his/her vehicle around
any gate or barrier used to prevent vehicles
from crossing the track(s).

In cases where traffic is heavy and slow, i.e. city,
a driver should never start to cross a track(s)
unless there is sufficient room across the track(s)
to accommodate the whole vehicle in order to
prevent stopping across any part of the track(s).

All buses or other vehicles carrying passengers for
hire or any vehicle carrying an explosive substance
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or flammable liquids as cargo are required to stop, listen and look
in both directions before proceeding through a railway
crossing. Be prepared to stop if you are following any of
these types of vehicles.

4.13 Yield Sign

The yield sign is placed at an intersection which does not
require a stop sign but does require some control. You
must yield the right of way to traffic in the intersection
or approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate
hazard.

4.14 Stop Sign

A stop sign means you must bring your vehicle to a
complete stop at the clearly marked stop line or at the
nearest crosswalk (marked or not marked). If there is no
painted crosswalk or stop line, stop just before entering the
intersection, allowing room for a pedestrian to cross.

A stop sign means you must bring your vehicle to a stop:
A: At a clearly marked stop line

B: Before entering the nearest crosswalk, whether marked
or unmarked

C:  Atthe edge of the travelled portion of the through
street or highway where the driver has a view of
approaching traffic on the intersecting highway
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4.15 Traffic Control Signals

Traffic control signals exhibiting green, amber and red lights or
green arrow lights indicate the following:

Red Light

You must bring your vehicle to a stop at a clearly marked stop line
or, if none, before entering the nearest crosswalk or, if none, before
entering the intersection. Unless a sign indicates otherwise, a

right turn may be made on a red light provided the vehicle is first
brought to a full stop and subject always to the right of way of
pedestrians and other traffic.

Red Flasher Light... N yd

means STOP — a complete, — —
dead stop. After stopping, —_—
proceed only when the way is —

/
clear. (Same as a “Stop Sign”) // ‘ \\

Green Light

Motorists and pedestrians may
proceed unless a specific pedestrian light is in operation.

Yellow or Amber Light

Caution - Red light coming up. If too close to stop safely or you
have already entered the intersection, proceed with caution.

Yellow or Amber Flasher Light...

means SLOW DOWN — and be
extra careful of intersecting
traffic, whether you have right
of way or not. Proceed with
caution.
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Red Light — Green Arrow

This signal indicates that motorists may turn cautiously in the
direction arrow is pointing, after yielding to pedestrians and
other traffic.

Red or Amber Pedestrian Light

Pedestrian lights in many places are
designated by a red or amber light. All
vehicles must stop until traffic light changes
to green and then proceed cautiously after
pedestrians have cleared the crosswalk.
Pedestrians may proceed on walk signal.

A driver may cautiously turn right on a red light
after signalling and stopping if pedestrian and vehicle traffic will
permit, unless a sign prohibits this turn.

Green Flashing Traffic Light

This is an advance green light which means you can turn left if it is
safe to do so.

4.16 Peace Officer

When a Peace Officer is directing traffic and clearly directs you,
regardless of signs or signals, follow the direction of the Peace
Officer with caution.

4.17 Crosswalk Guard

Crosswalk guards are authorized to stop traffic for pedestrians
crossing at crosswalks only.
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4.18 Turning at Intersections

These are some of the rules for making safe, courteous and legal
turns.

1. Prepare for the turn before you get there. Decide well ahead
where you want to turn. If you are not sure, drive slowly until
you can read the street signs or markers or decide in some
other way the direction you desire to turn. Never make last
minute turns; they are dangerous.

2. Move into the correct lane as soon as possible. You should
move into the proper lane sooner if fast
moving and/or heavy traffic.

3. Look behind and on both sides to see
where other traffic may be so that you
can change lanes and make the turn
safely.

4. Signal your intention to change lanes
and to turn.

5. Tomake the turn safely, slow down

before you reach the crosswalk and complete
the turn at the same speed at which you entered the
intersection. Do not have the brake or clutch pedal pushed
down while actually turning. Do not shift gears after entering
the intersection.

6. Make the turn correctly. This will be easy if you are in the

proper lane and are travelling slow enough at the time you
start the turn.

7. Finish the turn in the proper lane which is the lane nearest
you.

8. Ifyou are stopped in position to make a left turn and waiting
for opposing traffic, do not turn the steering wheel to the left
until you are sure you can complete the turn. If you are struck
from the rear while stopped with the wheels turned to the
left, your car may be pushed into opposing traffic and cause
another collision.

Do not turn from a direct course unless the move is permitted and
can be made with safety.

54



Rules of the Road 4

Left Turn

Right Turn Left Turn — One Way onto One Wa
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Two-Way Left-Turn Lane

The two-way left turn lanes provide traffic
from either direction an area to leave the main
travelled portion of the street or highway to
make a left turn.

To use these lanes position your vehicle (A) next
to the two-way turn lane, signal your intention
to turn left, reduce your speed. Check traffic in all
directions, including your left blind spot. When
safe move left into the two-way left turn lane
(B) as near as possible to the point at which the
left turn will be made and (C) wait for a break in
on-coming traffic. When safe, (D) complete your
left turn.

These lanes also allow for left turns from a
driveway (see arrow for car “E”).

Remember: Extreme caution should be used. Other vehicles may
also be using this lane from the opposite direction.

Some vehicles may block your view of on-coming traffic.
Caution: This lane is NOT intended as a passing lane.

4.19 Passing on Multi-lane Streets

Always keep well to the right except when you intend to overtake
and pass another vehicle or when you intend to make a left turn.
Leave the right lane only when it is safe to do so.
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4.20 Parking

When leaving a vehicle standing on a rural highway it must be
moved off the paved or main travelled part of the roadway, unless
the vehidle is so disabled that it cannot be moved.

It is an offence to park a vehicle on the pavement or main travelled
portion of a highway if it can reasonably be parked elsewhere.

Itis an offence to disregard a parking regulation sign. Under no
circumstances can a vehicle be parked on a highway unless there
are 5 metres (16 feet) of unobstructed roadway left for the free
passage of other traffic and the parked vehicle can be clearly seen
for a distance of sixty 60 metres (200 feet) in each direction.

If your vehicle is stopped because it has broken down, you must
take precautions to avoid collisions with other vehicles coming
toward you.

Whenever a vehicle is left unattended, the front wheels should be
turned to the curb or side of the highway and the parking brake
must be effectively set.

Whenever you park a vehicle on a rural highway at night or
whenever lights are required, you must have at least one white or
amber light showing from the front on the roadway side of your
vehicle and at least one red light showing from the rear on the
roadway side of your vehicle.

Your Parking Shows Your Skills

Many drivers find parking in a limited space at the curb their most
difficult driving operation. To park skillfully, you must be able to
have complete control of your vehicle at all times.

4

Parking on a Hill

Uphill or downhill without curb:
Steering wheel turned right.

Uphill with curb: Steering wheel
turned left.

Downbhill with curb: Steering wheel
turned right.

SET PARKING BRAKE
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. Signal your intention.

Stop even with car
parked ahead of
parking spot and about
one-half metre (11/2)
feet) away from it.
Back slowly, turning
wheel sharply to the
right.

. Continue to back

slowly and straighten
your wheels

When the front of your
car passes the rear of
car ahead, turn wheel
to the left - sharply,
then gradually - while
backing while ensuring
clear passage.

Straighten wheels and
pull up to within 60
centimetres (2 feet) of
car ahead and close to
the curb. (no further
than 50 cm (20") from
the curh).
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Parallel Parking

Many drivers have difficulty with this specific type of parking and
it requires more skill.
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4.21 Backing

Backing a vehicle is a difficult task at any time, either to go
straight back or to turn to one side or the other. Backing
procedures should be completed at a speed no faster than a person
walking quickly.

Backing Procedures

« Keep your foot on the brake pedal and select reverse
gear.

« Do a complete safety scan.
« Get in the proper seating position (photo).
« Aim well into your intended path of travel.

« Move slowly controlling your vehicle with your right/
left hand at the 12 o'clock position on the steering
wheel.

- (ontinue to scan in all directions while backing.

4.22 Miscellaneous Traffic Provisions

No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded or when
there are in the front seat such number of persons as to obstruct
the view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to
interfere with the driver’s control over the driving mechanism
of the vehicle, and in no event, when there are more than three
persons in the front seat.

(oasting a motor vehicle with the transmission in neutral is
prohibited.

No person may deposit any glass, nails, wire, cans or scraps of
metals or any rubbish, refuse or waste upon any highway.

No person shall stop a vehicle to load or unload goods other than
at the curb or shoulder of the roadway.

No person in control or charge of a motor vehicle shall cause the
tires of such vehicle to squeal or make any other unnecessary or
unreasonable noise.
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The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passenger(s) for hire or of
any bus or any vehicle carrying explosives or flammable liquids,
shall not cross a railroad crossing(s) without first bringing his/

her vehicle to a complete stop, no closer than 5 metres (16 feet),
before the crossing and shall not proceed over the crossing(s) until
the way is clear and safe.

Passengers in Vehicles

You must not stop a vehicle on the highway or street for the
purpose of taking on or letting off passengers other than at the
curb or side of the roadway. You must not permit a person to enter
a vehicle while it is in motion.

Intersections and Crosswalks

Except when preparing for a turn, do not enter an intersection or
amarked crosswalk unless there is enough space in the roadway
on the other side of the intersection for your vehicle to completely
clear the intersection or marked crosswalk.

4.23 Pedestrians

The Driver’s Responsibility

As the driver of a vehicle you are required to yield the right of way
to a pedestrian, which includes a person in a wheelchair, within a
marked crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at the end of
a block, except at intersections where the movement of pedestrian
traffic is being requlated by a peace officer or traffic control signs.

Whenever a vehicle has stopped at a marked crosswalk or at an
intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway it is an
offence for the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the
rear to overtake and pass the stopped vehicle.
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The Pedestrian’s Responsibility

Every pedestrian, which includes a person in a wheelchair, crossing
a roadway at any point other than within a marked or unmarked
crosswalk at the end of a block, is required to yield the right of way
to vehicles upon the highway.

At an intersection where traffic is controlled by traffic signals, it is
an offence for a pedestrian to disobey the instruction of any traffic
signal placed in accordance with the Motor Vehicle Act unless
otherwise directed by a peace officer.

Walk Light — Pedestrian traffic facing this signal may only
proceed in the crosswalk and all other traffic must yield the right
of way to the pedestrian traffic.

Don’t Walk — Pedestrian traffic facing this signal must not
proceed across the intersection.

4.24 Traffic on the Highway

Sharing the Road

When driving, remember that there are many different users of our
streets and highways. It is everyone’s responsibility to be aware
and adjust to the presence and actions of others: passenger car
drivers, truck drivers, motorcycle drivers, bicyclists, pedestrians,
school bus drivers and emergency vehicle operators.

The safety of all road users is shared. The more we make ourselves
aware of and accept this responsibility the safer we will make our
streets and highways.

Walking on the Highway

Where sidewalks are provided a pedestrian shall not walk along or
upon an adjacent highway.

When sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking along
and upon a highway must, when practical, walk only on the
left side of the roadway or its shoulder facing traffic which may
approach from the opposite direction.

4
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Pedestrian Safety

Pedestrian walking on unlighted highways after dark should carry
a light or wear light coloured clothing.

In snow conditions, it is advisable to wear some dark clothing.

Retro-Reflective Material

Retro-reflective material can be seen at several hundred metres
Wearing away. This material reflects light from a vehicle’s headlights back
dark clothing towards the driver.

Thumbing Rides

It is an offence for any person to stand in a roadway for the
purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of a private vehicle.

4.25 Horseback Riding

e Horseback riders and drivers of horse drawn vehicles are permitted
hankerchief to use streets and roadways unless restricted by signs.

The rider/driver should travel with traffic, as far to the right as
possible, obey all signs and signals that apply. Riders should
always observe stop signs and use the appropriate hand signals
when crossing the road. It is not permitted to ride horseback on
the sidewalk, to race the animal or to leave the horse unattended.

Remember, a horse is sometimes unpredictable. Be alert, slow

Wearing down and give plenty of room until you have safely passed.
medium clothing

4.26 Bicyclists

Itis an offence to drive on sidewalks. Bicyclists are subject to the
same rules of the road as motor vehicle drivers. A cyclist must drive
in the same lane as traffic, as close to the right as possible. Light
or reflective clothing should be worn at night. Bicycles should be
equipped with a headlight, reflectors and a horn or bell.

Wearing retro-
reflective material

Itis mandatory to wear a helmet when riding a bicycle.
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5. SAFE DRIVING

5.1 The Vehicle

Your vehicle must be maintained in good mechanical
condition to be operated safely. The parts indicated
in the diagram particularly affect the safe operation
of the vehicle and should be checked regularly by
qualified mechanics.

Regular check-ups and careful maintenance will
prolong the life of your car.

Checkups may also prolong your life.
Remember that you cannot drive safely in an unfit car.

Windshield wipers: Rearview mirror: Glass: Front, rear and sides clear and
Works properly and Unbroken and clear. unobscured. No unauthorized
wipes clearly. Free from vibration. or expired stickers.
Fuel system:
Secure and not
Lights: All front and leaking.

rear in working order
and properly aimed.

Horn: Audible
for 60m
and secure.

T

Brakes: 1/3 pedal
remaining at all times.
Hand brake operative.

No system leaks.

Steering and suspension: /

Not to exceed safe tolerances.

Tires: Ply cords not Exhaust system:
exposed. No bulges Tight and free
or tread cuts. from leaks.
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5.2 Check Your Vehicle
No

D Brakes — Do they hold promptly and evenly? Will parking
brake hold the car?

O

Head Lights — Do dimming switch and both upper and
lower beams work? Are lights aimed to avoid glare? Is the
glass clean?

Rear and Stop Lights — Do bulbs work? Do brakes operate
stop lights? Is the glass clean and do they show a red
light?

Tires — Are they properly inflated? Do you check regularly
for worn treads, cuts and breaks?

Windshield Wipers — Do they always operate and wipe
glass clean?

Muffler and Exhaust System — Is it free of worn spots, tight
and quiet?

Steering — Is steering wheel free of excess play? Wheel
bearings tight? Wheels properly aligned and balanced?

Glass — Is it clear and clean? Is it free from cracks,
discoloration or stickers to obscure your vision?

Horn — Does it work?

OO O 0000 O 0O 0Oz
OO OO0 000 0O

Rear View Mirror — Does it give you a clear view of the
road behind? ls it free from cracks and discoloration?
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5.3 Seat Belts Save Lives

All passengers that occupy a position within a vehicle must wear
a seatbelt. The numbers of passengers are limited to the number
of operating seatbelts. Violations for not limiting the number of
passengers to the number of operating seatbelts will resultin a
fine.

Drivers must ensure that passengers under 16 years of age use
seat belts if available. Passengers age 16 years and older are
responsible for buckling up themselves if seat belts are available.

Children must be buckled into proper child safety seats which
are fastened to the vehicle by a seat belt and any other straps
specified by the manufacturer until they reach one of the
following; age of nine, weight of 36 kg (79 Ibs) or height of 145
«m (57 inches). Taxis, emergency vehicles and buses are exempt
from these provisions.

In vehicles equipped with a passenger front air bag caution should
be used in securing a child restraint system in that location. Most
vehicle manufacturers advise not to use this location and stress
using the rear seating positions. Consult the vehicle Owner’s
Manual.

Shoulder belts should never be worn without a reqular lap belt.
Seat belts should be worn and properly adjusted as specified in the
manufacturer’s Owners Manual.

65



5 Safe Driving

All new vehicles are equipped with seat belts that must be worn
by the drivers and passengers. Many cars are also equipped with
air bags. Air bags give additional protection from serious injury

in head-on collisions where the driver and front seat passenger
may strike the steering wheel, dashboard or windshield. Seat belts
must be used in conjunction with air bags.

5.4 Penalties for Seat Belt Infractions

Po